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Pasa and Mustafa Aga, and collected their revenues. In addition, the military
and political situation in the region of Sofia during the Austro-Turkish war
from the end of the 17® century gave an opportunity to the mitevelli to seize
lands abandoned by the peasants. Some passages from the arzuhal bear wit-
ness to the fact that it was the Austrian invasion which forced the peasants’
flight from the village of Vrajdebna:

‘...with the invasion of the kdifirs the reaya left the village...””.

Both Silihdar Mehmed Aga’s History and the Chronicle of Priest Petur
from the village of Mirkovo make it clear that the Christian troops were not
the only ones to cause damage in the region of Sofia during the 1680s and
1690s. Another possible cause of the flight of the peasants could have been
Yegen Osman Pasa’s revolt and the war in the vicinities of Sofia’®.

The data included in the documents at our disposal does not give details
about the reasons of the peasants’ flight. Ir, however, permits us conclude
that the new ¢ifflik-holder Veli Efendi founded his ¢ifflik on vacant peasant
lands, which had remained uncultivated and thus enlarged it to 7,000 — 8,000
doniims.

It turns out that the new ¢ifflik-ownerdid not pay the tithes for the period
between1118 and 1121 (1706 -1710). As recorded in the old registers and
in the sultan’s hiikm-i hiimayun the tithes of Sofu Mehmed Pasa’s vaqf ciftlik
amounted to 200 akge paid as maktu and for Mustata Aga’s vaqf ¢iftlik — 160
akge. The sums of those tithes were maavel maktu’” paid to the Ottoman state
treasury. Besides, the muitevelli settled 26 people who were obligated with
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