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 concerned six fortresses (kale) in the area: Vidin, Lomgrad (Lorn, Bul
 garia),49 Belogradcik, Filordin, Svaxlig and Arcar.50 Other documents in
 the sicils, however, reveal Lorn, Filordin and Arcar to have been pa
 lankas, but various corps of the Janissaries and of yerlil troops were sta
 tioned in all of them, as we see from the names of their commanders

 which appear in the Vidin ?eriat court from time to time.
 The gradual delimitation of the Ottoman border along the Danube was

 probably the main reason for the rise of new fortified places on the right
 bank of the river. In the close hinterland of these fortifications a second line

 was beginning to emerge. Most of these fortifications were only third-rate
 ones but they served as satellites to Vidin forming a relatively well
 functioning defensive system, contributing to the stabilisation of Ottoman
 control over the region.51

 Apart from the regular troops, Vidin was, during the war, the winter
 quarters of Imre Tokoly and his Hungarian mounted troops in 1687-88, in
 1692-93, and in 1696-97. It served as his base for incursions into Hungary
 in support of the Ottoman army.52 Immediately after the war an order from
 the sultan was issued to settle Tokoly's men in Ciprovci and the villages
 around, a hass in the Pasa sancak. Soon, however, the authorities realised
 that the soil in these areas was not fertile and the Hungarians were reas
 signed to villages in the ?ehirkoy (Pirot, Serbia) and Berkovitsa nahiyes,
 both in the Pasa sancak, and in Polomie, a nahiye in the Vidin sancak.53

 In spite of what has been said we probably do not have a very precise
 idea as to the extent to which the Muslim population in Vidin took part in
 the defence of the town and its surrounding area. More than a half of the
 instrumental witnesses in cases, the deceased, or simply the two sides in a
 law case were either explicitly cited as members of one of the above

 mentioned corps or bore titles indicating an attachment to the military
 class, being, for example, bese, odabasi, bolukbasi, aga, corbacis, ca
 vuses. Of course, these indications should not be generalised, but our im
 pression is strengthened even further by the estates left by deceased Mus

 49 - See Kuzev, A., "JIom" [Lorn], in: EhJirapciai cpeaHOBeKOBWJrpaxoBe hKpenoc
 r//,I,p. 116-119.
 50 - HBKM, Op. ot;l, SI4, f. 31v, doc. II.

 51 - For a similar situation in Hungary in the 16th century, see Hegyi, "Ottoman mili
 tary force", cit, p. 135-136.

 52 - See for example, HBKM, Op. om, S345, f 3v, doc. I, an order addressed to the
 Vidin kadi commanding that Imre Tokoly be given two houses in the city and provi
 sions for his own and his retinue's needs when he decided to make Vidin his winter

 headquarters in 1696-97. See also Parvev, I., BajiKamire MOKjiy abc imnepmi. Xa6c
 6yprcKara imnepimif OcMancKara Mtp^caBa (1683-1739) [The Balkans between Two
 empires. The Habsburg empire and the Ottoman state (1683-1739)], Sofia, Univer
 sitetsko izdatelstvo, 1997, passim.

 53 - Dorev, P., JJoKyMenm3a dbJirapcxara Hcropim [Documents on Bulgarian His
 tory], III. Sofia, 1940, doc. 73, 72-73, of 1699.
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